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What is perhaps most ama]ing about a new Web database of 11,000

Chicago homicide cases from 1870 to 1930 is that violence in the

cit\ was about the same almost 75 \ears ago.

BDFN LQ 1930, CKLFDJR FRSV OLVWHG 676 KRPLFLGHV LQ WKHLU KDQGZULWWHQ UHSRUWV. TKDW'V 20.2

KRPLFLGHV IRU HYHU\ 100,000 SHRSOH.LDVW \HDU LQ CKLFDJR, WKH SROLFH UHFRUGHG 598 KRPLFLGHV.

IQ D FLW\ ZKRVH SRSXODWLRQ ZDV SHJJHG DW 2,896,016 LQ WKH 2000 FHQVXV, WKDW'V 20.6 KRPLFLGHV

SHU 100,000.TKH FRSV' HQWULHV ZHUH GLVFRYHUHG VHYHUDO \HDUV DJR LQ WKUHH GXVW\ YROXPHV VWRUHG

LQ WKH IOOLQRLV SWDWH AUFKLYHV.LHLJK B. BLHQHQ, GLUHFWRU RI WKH SURMHFW, VDLG VKH KRSHV

UHVHDUFKHUV ZLOO XVH WKH :HE-EDVHG LQIRUPDWLRQ WR XQUDYHO VRPH RI WKH P\VWHULHV VXUURXQGLQJ

CKLFDJR FULPH, VXFK DV ZK\ KRPLFLGHV MXPSHG IURP 238 LQ 1920 WR 603 LQ 1929."TKH IRONORUH

VXUURXQGLQJ WKH FRORUIXO PRE ÀJXUHV LQ CKLFDJR GXULQJ WKH 1920V PD\ EH REVFXULQJ RXU

XQGHUVWDQGLQJ RI FULPH DQG KRPLFLGH GXULQJ WKH SHULRG," VKH ZURWH LQ D 2003 SDSHU LQ WKH

JRXUQDO RI CULPLQDO LDZ & CULPLQRORJ\.MRVW SHRSOH WKLQN CDSRQH-HUD JDQJODQG NLOOLQJV

IXHOHG WKH ULVH -- EXW OHVV KHDGOLQH-JUDEELQJ GHDWKV PD\ KDYH EHHQ SDUWLDOO\ UHVSRQVLEOH, WRR,

BLHQHQ VDLG.AQRWKHU GLVFRYHU\ ZDV WKDW PRUH WKDQ 1,500 FDVHV LQ WKH GDWDEDVH ZHUH

DXWRPRELOH-UHODWHG GHDWKV."TKH ZRUOG ZDV VR PXFK PRUH IXOO RI ULVN LQ D ZD\ ZH ZRXOG ÀQG

WRWDOO\ XQDFFHSWDEOH WRGD\," VDLG BLHQHQ, ZKR UHFUXLWHG PRUH WKDQ 25 VWXGHQWV WR W\SH WKH

HQWULHV LQWR D GDWDEDVH.TKH KDQG-VFUDZOHG SROLFH HQWULHV FRXOG OHDG WR LQTXLULHV VXFK DV DQ



H[DPLQDWLRQ RI ZKHWKHU NLOOLQJV ZHQW XS RU GRZQ ZLWK WKH IRUWXQHV RI FHUWDLQ CKLFDJR

QHLJKERUKRRGV.SWXGHQWV FDQ XVH WKH GDWDEDVH IRU FODVV SURMHFWV. AQ OKLR SWDWH UQLYHUVLW\

SURIHVVRU H-PDLOHG BLHQHQ WKDW KLV VWXGHQWV ZLOO XVH PLFURÀOPHG QHZVSDSHU FOLSV WR IXUWKHU

UHVHDUFK KRPLFLGHV LQ WKH GDWDEDVH.AQG IDPLOLHV FDQ XVH WKH GDWDEDVH WR ORRN XS UHODWLYHV ZKR

PHW DQ XQWLPHO\ GHPLVH, WKRXJK QRW DOO UHVHDUFK KDV WR EH JULP.":H MXVW ZDQW SHRSOH WR KDYH

IXQ ZLWK WKLV," VDLG BLHQHQ, D OHFWXUHU DW WKH NRUWKZHVWHUQ UQLYHUVLW\ SFKRRO RI LDZ DQG ZLIH

RI NRUWKZHVWHUQ PUHVLGHQW HHQU\ S. BLHQHQ.

TKH SW. VDOHQWLQH'V DD\ MDVVDFUH DGGHG WR D EDG \HDU IRU NLOOLQJV, 1929. TKH QXPEHU RI

PXUGHUV MXPSHG WKDW \HDU WR 603.
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